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an Author may either Publiſh or 
Conceal his Name. The Author 


=, TI of tbe Lord's Supper might proba- 
bly conceal his, becauſe he thought Truth alone 


ſufficient to maintain itſelf, by being candidly 
and fairly repreſented, without any foreign Help 
or Support : Or, that his Book might be there- 
by read over with the leſs Prejudice, and conſi- 
dered with the more Impartiality; it being com- 
mon for hot-headed unthinking Men to attack 


2 Book for the ſake of its Author, and to con- 


PRs. it, 


A 2 1 3 


: HERE are * very juſt 
and commendable Reaſons, why 


of the Plain Account of the Sacrament 


l — f — — *n ä 
At as. — — 


demn a Doctrine purely on account of him that 


E41 


Dr. Warren, no doubt, had his Reaſons too, 


for publiſhing his Name; but be they what they 
will, had I been the Author of his Pamphlet, 1 
ſhould have had many for concealing mine; and 


eſpecially, that 1 might not have expoſed my 
ſelf to the juſt Cenſure and Contempt of all truly 


Conſiderate and Impartial Perſons,” notwithſtand- 
ing the high Commendation given by ſome of his 


Performance. 


Becauſe the Author of the Plain Account has 
concealed his Name, therefore the good Doctor 
looks upon him as a Perfon unknown, and for that 
reaſon thinks he may treat him with the greater 
Familiarity, without any Ceremony or Diſtinction“; 
nay, even with virulent Expreſſions and unjuſt 
Reproaches, as he too frequently ſhews in the 

_ progreſs of his Work; when according to com- 
mon Senſe, and the Rules of Decency and Good- 
breeding, the leſs a Perſon -is known, the more 


he ought to be uſed with Civility and Reſpect; 


becauſe 'tis poſſible, he may be of higher Dignity 
and more diſtinguiſhed Merit, than is imagined, 
and *tis always beſt to Err on the ſafeſt ſide. = 


Alfter this free and undiſguiſed Declaration of 
his deſigned Treatment of that Author, he hum. 
bly hopes, The Honeſty of his Intention, and 
the Importance of the Subject, will juſtify his 
„ Endeavours; and, that they will be uſeful, 
© with God's Bleſſing, to plain and ſerious Chri- 
( ſtians, for preventing their being corrupted in 
their Sentiments of Chriſtianity F.** That 15 
when he has given a flagrant Inſtance of Pride and 


Ill manners, he preſently claps on the Mask of 


Humility; and after having confeſſed a moſt un- 


* Page 1. eg + Page 2. 


_ _ charitable 


n 
tharitabie Deſign, he confidently talks of the Ho- 
neſty of his Intention; and when he has diſcreetly 


laid open the Filth of his own Heart, pretends 


by Gop's Blæſing to prevent others from being 
corrupted, Heavens! What Sentiments muſt a 


Man have of Chriſtiamty, to think it will counte- 


nance ſuch a Conduct as this ; that he can either 
- purge away the Impurity of his Soul, or hide it 


from the Sight of G o p, whoſe Bleſſing he expects, 
by making a Bluſter about the Ordinances of 

Religion; or. that he can be any way uſeful to 

ſerious Chriſtians, when he cannot but diſguſt 
them, by beginning in ſuch an offenſive and un- 


chriſtian manner? 


In the immediately ſucceeding Lines, he falſe- 


for them; —— and, that the Forms of Prayer 
Plain Account, are not only defective in ſome 
* ſo flat, quaint, and affected in the manner of 
<© Expreſſion, ſo ſtudiouſly void of Scripture 


* Phraſe and Sentiments, and ſo foreign to the 


** terly Unfit to be uſed by any Chriſtian what- 


ever read or conſider'd them but himſelf. Bur 


_ againſt 
Page 2, 3. 


2 


ly, and therefore unjuſtly, inſinuates againſt the 
Author, that he endeavours, to lead Men into 
mean and unworthy Thoughts of the Nature 
and Office of the Lord that bought them, and 
_ © of that Pardon and Satisfaction he has wrought 


* publiſhed by the Author at the End of the 


Points, but ſo affrontive to Gop in others, 


chief End and Deſign of Prayer, as to be ut- 


** ſoever *. ' One would be apt to think by 
theſe bold Aſſertions, that the Doctor had read 
over and conſidered theſe Prayers with the great- 
eſt Exactneſs, or that he believed no one had 


the Caſe is this : It has been a common Clamour 


_ 
: 
? 
: 


ERS 

againſt the Author of the Plain Account, raiſed 

5 by ſome, and carried on ignorantly 
y others, that he has taken no notice of the 


Merits and Satisfaction of our Saviour Zeſus Chriſt, 


This Calumny the Pious Doctor is very fond of; 
but eſpecially, as it is beſt fitted to prejudice the 


Reader in his Favour, and to caſt an Odium upon 


the Worthy Perſon he ſeeks to depreſs: For till 


he has blaſted his Reputation, he is very ſenſible 
he cannot raiſe his own 3; and therefore chuſes 
this Method, how low and injurious ſoever, as 
the moſt Succeſsful. This then being a material 
Point, upon which the Character of that Author 


does greatly depend, the way I ſhall take to re- 
bate the Force of ſuch a pitiful vulgar Artifice, 


ſhall be, by producing one Paragraph out of 

many which might be produced, out of the Pray- 

ers of the Plain Account; in which there is not 
only the greateſt Zeal and Fervency of Devotion 
expreſs'd, but Phraſes of Scripture uſed, and the 
Satisfaction of Chriſt maintain'd in the fulleſt 


Terms imaginable. It is in Prayer the IIId, and 


is this. I praiſe thy Holy Name for all that 
* thy Son Feſus Cbriſt did, and taught, and /uf- 
« fered in this World, in order to redeem Man- 
„ kind from the Power and Puniſoment of their 
Sins; to lead them more effectually 0 the 
* Knowledge of thee, and to the Practice of their 
Duty; and to confirm to them the reaſonable 


Hupe of being immortally Happy hereafter. For 
* theſe and all thy Mercies, which reſpect ano- 


ether and better Life than the preſent, my Soul 
_ £© doth magnify thee, O Lord, and all the Pow- 


&« ers within me praiſe his Holy Name *.” Now, 
Does the Scripture ſay more than this? Or, Does 


our Church expreſs its Senſe in Stronger Terms? 


= Ft 
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If not: Let che Doctor for once take Shame to 


himſelf, and ſtand confounded. For this is 


enough to daſn Immodeſty itſelf out of Counte- 
nance, to ſilence all the Miſrepreſentations which 
have been tnade againſt the Doctrine and Devotion 


to beuſed, by any Chriſtian whatſoever, | 


To which I ſhall preſume to add, That, 


though all the Perſons he converſes with, do 


think they tend to corrupt the Purity of the 


| 

r _<* Chriſtian Faith“; yet all that I have the Ho- 
1 wur and Pleaſure to converſe with, (which by the 
bye is Tit for Tat) are ofa contrary Opinion; and 
look upon them as the moſt Rational, the moſt 
Pious, and moſt Scriptural Forms of Prayer, 
that were ever compoſed by any private Perſon. 
Prayers, in which a Chriſtian's Duty is moſt 
plainly taught, and his Hopes of Salvation moſt 
reaſonably eſtabliſhed, on the conſtant Practice 


of pure Morality, and a firm Faith in the Merits 
of Chriſt; than which, nothing can be more for 


Family-Prayer, which is the laſt, of that Author. 


© merciful Providence and good Spirit, that, in 
the future Conduct of our Lives, we may bet- 
ter anſwer the Ends of our moſt 


* Page 7. 


of theſe Prayers, and to ſhew that they are (not- 
withſtanding what he has ventured to affirm) Fi. 


the Honour and Glory of Gop. For Example 
ſake, ſee again (to this Purpoſe) a Paragraph in the 


** And now, O Lord, confeſling and renouncing 
all our Sins, and hoping for Pardon of all that 
is paſt, thro' thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, as far only as 
Ve ſincerely endeavour to reform and amend 

** whatſoever we know to be amiſs in ourſelves z 
** we beſeech thee, fo to concur with us by thy 


= Holy Religi- 
on, and adorn the Goſpel which we profeſs to 


66 be- 
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<< believe.” Now as this ſhews, how far the Au. 
thor is in Reality, © from leading Men into 
mean and unworthy Notions of the Nature and 
Office of our Lord, or of that Pardon and Sa- 
<< tisfa&tion which he wrought for us: So it al- 
ſo ſhews, the Truth and Orthodoxy of his Prin- 
ciples both as to Faith and Practice, and is ſuffi- 
cient to vindicate his Character on that head a. 
gainſt all Exception; tho' (may be) he has not 
ſaid every thing in the Body of his Book, which 
leſs reaſoning and more confuſed Noddles would 
have cramm'ꝰd into it. A very polite Gentleman 
has juſtly obſerved, in ſome Reflexions: of his late- 
ly publiſhed, <* That one of the moſt important 
Secrets in good Writing is, to ſay juſt enough 
«© and no more.“ This the Author of the Plain 
Account, I think, has done; and had our Arfwe- 
rer underſtood this Secret as well as he, I'm per- 
ſuaded, he would have lain ſnug in his Study, 
have thought more, and ſaid nothing. 


— 22 v4 Oo r „ eu 


The next thing the good Doctor falls upon, is, | 
the Author's Title- page. For, whereas he calls 
his Book, Au Account of the Sacrament of the 


L Lord's Supper, it is notorious, (he ſays) That 


_- the Author's main Intention is to ſhew, that 
| t there is no Sacrament at all in it, according to 
the known Meaning of the Word.“ All that 

Il can infer from this is, that *tis moſt notorious the 
Dcctor is ſelf. convinced, that this is not the main 
Intention of the Author ; becauſe (as he quotes him 
afterwards, p. 10.) he knows, that he has declared 

in the very firſt Words of his Book, That his 

principal Defign' is, to inſtrułi honeſt and well. « | 

e diſpoſed Chriſtians in the right Performance ol « | 

that Duty, which is generally call'd, Kecerv-Yy « 
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te ing of the Sacrament.*** And the Author is ſo 


Lord's Supper may be juſtly called a Sacra- 


3 An outward and viſible Sign of an in- 

h « ward and ſpiritual Grace given unto us, 

d « ordained by Chriſt himſelf, as a Means 
an % whereby we receive the ſame, and a 
te- © Pledge to aſſure us thereof.“ And he 
int there explains, Not only how it is an out- 
gh ward and viſible Sign of an inward and ſpiri- 
am tual Grace; but alſo how it is a Means of 
We- Grace, or one Mean among many others, of 
per- our Improvement in the Practice of Religi- 


Ady, 


1, is, W of his Body broten and his Blood bed, 


calls which are brought to our Remembrance by 
F the I theſe outward Signs.” What then muſt we 
That WW call this? The Doctor's Miſrepreſentation, 
| that WW or his Miſtake? Or a Mixture of both? 


ng to I The laſt I believe: For though the Author 


chat I had expreſly ſaid, that the Sacrament is Oe 


ous the W Mean of Grace, yet his Adver/ary does not 
he main ſeem to have conſidered, what is the Senſe of 
tes him ¶ one Mean of. Grace; and therefore miſrepre- 
jeclared I ſents him, averring without Heſitation, 


hat his : 
d well. © the: only Purpoſe of his Book to ſhew, 


zance of“ that the Lord's Supper is n0 particular 


Recetw- “ Means of Divine Grace; “ that is, not. ſo 
ee ing. 7777 + oe 


* Page 1. of the Plain Account, Page 4. 


far from ſhewing, or endeavouring to ſhew, 
that there is uo Sacrament at all in it, that in 
p. 190. of his Book, he aſſerts, that the 


ment, according to the Definition of our 


Church; which I take to be, with us, the 
only known Meaning of the Word: And is, 


on; and moreover aſſerts, that in conſe- 
quence of ſuch a Practice, it is a Pledge on 
Cbriſt's Part aſſuring us of all the Benefits 


That the Author maintains, nay, that it is 


much 


Wa l 


* 

1 

: 

F 
* 
? 
| 

; 


much as One Mean in any one Senſe whatfſoe- 


[10] 


ver. And at laſt he is ſo blinded by Prejudice, 
and purſues his Argument with ſo hot a Zeal, 


that he loſes all Thought and Reaſon, and 
cries, tis plain the Author*s Notion is, That 
it is attended with 0 Grace, by which God 
* works inviſibly in us.“ By which Gop 
works inviſibly in us, is a Quotation from the 


25th Article of our Church; but it only con- 
vinces me, that the Doctor knows no more 
the Senſe of the Church, than he does of the 
Author : For according to the Definition of a 
Sacrament, whether in the Catechiſm, or in 


the Article, it is not Grace which works inviſi- 
bly in us, or by which Gop worxs, but Grace 
is word inviſibly in us by the outward and vi- 


fible Sign; or otherwiſe, the outward Sign 


can be no Means of Grace. Where then is 
the Wonder he miſtakes his Author, when he 
thus forgets himſelf? The Autbor's Meaning 


is not, nor does his Reaſoning imply it, that 


the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is 26 


Means, or no particular Means, of Grace, 
(for the i he ſuppoſes, or affirms, 
from one End of his Book to the other) but 


that 'tis no Means, by which Grace 1s alway 


abſolurely and infallibly worked in us: For 
then it muſt operate in us like a Charm, or in- 
fluence us as if we were mere Clock-work 3 


without any Regard to the Pre-diſpoſitions or 


Reſolutions of our Hearts. It does not, 


"66" he ſays, work upon Chriſtians, by any ne- | 


* ceflary or inſtantaneous Effect; but, asf | 


leads and helps them to ſuch Thoughts and 


Reſolutions, as may confirm them in that | 


<< univerſal Obedience, which alone Can 94 
13 * | TR | 8 | | tit | 


— — — 
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aa title them to the Promiſes of Chri/.** 
This Account is ſcriptural and rational; but 
as for thoſe extraordinary Influences and Impreſ- 
ſions, thoſe. eminent Benefits and certain Privi- 
leges, which the Doctor ſo often ſpeaks of; 
as I mult confeſs I do not underſtand them, ſo 
dare ſay they are what he never felt, nor is 
r .--: ; 


After the Doctor has thus logically puzzled 
and perplexed himſelf about his Author's 
Meaning, and laid the Foundation of all he 

has to ſay afterwards in Error and Miſtake ; 


he very civilly drops his Brat at the Door of 


the Author, and would willingly make him 

father it for his own. © Now, /ays be, this“ 

[That which he himſelf had ſaid] “ is ſo 

_ * conſiſtent with the Suppoſition of the 

Lord's Supper being a Sacrament, that *tis 
* aſtoniſhing, how you (the Author) could fix 

_ 5 upon ſuch a Title for your Book. |” It 


uould indeed be aſtoniſhing, if ſo fine and 


clear a Reaſoner as the Author has at all times 

ſhewn himſelf to be, ſhould argue ſo poorly 
and inconſiſtently, as Doctor Warren repre- 
ſents him; but tis not at all aſfoniſbing, that 


a Man who ſets out in a Miſt of Prejudice, 


and reſolves to abuſe his Author at all Adven- 
tures, ſhould raiſe Monſters of his own Brain, 
and then have his Hair ſtand on end at the 
frightful Spectacle. The Author has inconte- 
ſtably ſhewn, p. 190. above-cited, that he a- 
grees with the Church Definition of a Sacra- 
ment in his Notion of the Lord's Supper: 
But the Doctor very elegantly replies upon 

. him, 
Page 159. of the Plain Account. + Page 5, at, 
43» 52, 71. - || Page 5. 8 
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him, What you have done upon this Occa. 
„ fjon is a new and full Proof to me, of what 


I have ſometimes obſerved of a Sort of 


Men, that there are no Words ſo plain, 


no Deciſions ſo clear and expreſs, but they 


* can by one ſubtil Diſtinction or other, 
„find Means to evade them.*” To which 
it may be fitly rejoyned: That what the 


Doctor has done upon this Occaſion is a new 


and full Proof to me, that let the Author ar- 
gue ever ſo well, or prove his Point ever ſo 
plainly 3 yet there is a Sort of Men that will 
ſtick at nothing to calumniate and defame him, 

The Auther in that Place, not only fays, 
That according to the Definition of the 

Church, the Lord's Supper is @ Sacrament, 


but that it is an outward and viſible Siga of 
—_ 


<< the greateſt inward and ſpiritual Grace, that 


cc 


* 


to Mankind, and of our own Title to the 
% Partaking of that Love upon his Condi- 


tions. Nothing can be clearer, or more 


{trongly expreſſed, than this is: Nothing can 


be more ſcriptural, nor conſequently more 
conſiſtent with the Senſe and Meaning of our 
Church, which is certainly built upon Scrip- 
ture, than this, But there is a Sort of Men, 
which nothing can ſatisfy: Whoſe Tempers 
are ſo peeviſh, their Judgments ſo weak, and 
I cheſt Brea ſo very dim, that they cannot ſes 


the Light though it ſhines about them. 


7 Pape 7, 


was ever given to us; nay, that it is a 

Means of Grace, and a.Pledge to aſſure us 
of all the Benefits of Chrift*s Death: Which 

Death, he adds, was the higheſt Affurance | 


dur Lord himſelf could give us of his Love 
66 


For 


1461 


For notwithſtanding all that the Author has 


ſaid ſo expreſly and plainly, yet the Doctor 


will have it, that his Book is a flagrant 
Attempr”* to prove the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper to be no Mears of Grace, nor 


any Pledge to aſſure us thereof“. One would 
wonder, what ſhould be the Reaſon of this 


tenacious and perverſe Oppoſition: But ' tis 


truly, becauſe the Author is not ſo great an 
Enthuſiaſt as he, but ſpeaks of Grace as of 


Something work' d in us after a reaſonabie man- 


ner: As this Religious Rite moves us to 


& conſider the Tenor and Deſign of our 


Holy Religion, and leads our Thoughts 
and conſequently our Practice, to all that 


« is Neceſſary for us to ask of Go p, or to 


mcations and Extraordinary Impreſſions, re- 


_ ceived he knows not how, and to Purpoſes 
he knows not what; which neither he, nor 
any of his ſort of Men were ever the wiſer 
or the better for. However, to give him 
his due, he thinks he has now caught an Ar- 
gument that will make his Cauſe good. For 


thoſe Extraordinary Beneficial Influences, which 


in p. 5. he thinks are convey'd by the Sacra- 


ment, are what in p. 7. he takes to be thoſe 


Benefits which we receive thereby; and the 


Author's Attempt to prove the contrary, he 
is poſitive is entirely cut off and baffled, by 
the Explication which our Catechiſm gives of 
the two Sacraments, Baptiſm and the Lord's 
3 Supper: 


| | Page 8. | + Page 155. Plain Account. 


„act ourſelves, towards our Advancement 

in Piety and Virtue .“ Whereas the 

Doctor has heated his Imagination with ſtrange 
and unaccountable Fancies of Divine Commu- 


14 


Supper + as ©* in one *tis ſaid, the Grace con- 
< ferr*d is, a Death unto din and a new Birth 
*< unto Righteouſneſs ; and in the other, that 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt are ſo verily and 
indeed taken by the Faithful, that they have 
* their Souls ſtrengtben'd and refreſh'd thereby, 
even as their Bodies are by the Bread and 
« Vine. And this he is fo ſure of, that 
he leaves the Words without any farther 
Comment. But why will this doughty Cham- 
pion provoke me to a Combat, he is not pre- 
pared for? Have I not already foiled him 
at the Article , and can he be ſo preſuming 
as to think himſelf thoroughly inſtructed in 
the Catechiſm, of our Church? ; 


A 


Q 


« 
c 


Pay 


*Tis certain, that the Inward and Spiri- | 
tual Grace ſignified by the Outward and Vi- 
_ fible Sign in Baptiſm, is, a Death unto Sin, 


and a New Birth unto Righteouſneſs : This, 


I fay, is fgmfied; but it is not conferred, or 
actually given, as the very Learned Doctor 
dogmatically expreſſes it. No: the Scrip- 
ture ſays, We are buried with Chriſt into Death, 
that like as Chriſt was raiſed from the dead by 
_ the Glory of the Father, fo we alſo ſhould wall in 
Newneſs of Life ||. This is our Duty, we 
_ ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life, which is the 
Thing Signiſied in Baptiſm 3 but we receive 
no Extraordinary Influence or Impreſſion, where- 
by we certainly and infallibly do it. But 
the meaning is, we are to Endeavour after 
it, by the Motive of the Obligation we have 
taken upon ourſelves, of being Chriſt's Diſ- 
ciples, and of living up with the utmoſt 
ans =o: Sincerity 
® Page 9. + Page 10. of theſe Remarks. 
Rom. vi. 4. 1 e 
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Sincerity to the Rules and Precepts of the 
Goſpel: And on this Condition, no doubt, 
we may reaſonably expect Divine Favour 
and Aſſiſtance. In like manner, the Souls of 


the Faithful are Strengtben'd by partaking 


of the Body and Blood of Chriſt in the Sacra- 


ment: But how? Not by any certain Grace 
or Virtue, annexed to the material Elements, 
or convey*d along with them, when given to 
the Receiver, even to the Worthy Receiver; 


(This is a blind, chimerical, ſuperſtitious 


Notion, which wants, and ever will want, 
Proof and Evidence;) for tho* our Bodies are 


fed like mere Machines, it is wrong Reaſon- 
ing to ſay our Souls are fed ſo too: They 
muſt be fed and nouriſhed like reaſonable Be- 
ings, and nothing elſe: that is, in a ratio- 


nal way, by proper Motives and Conſide- 

rations, by Perſuaſives, Reproofs, and ſuch 
like. And therefore this Sacrament becomes 

the Food of our Souls, when we find our 
Faith ftrengthen'd, our Hope increaſed, our 
Bowels of Mercies enlarged, and our holy 


Reſolutions: confirmed, by ſeriouſly and de- 
voutly confidering the Nature and End of 


tis Sacrament, which is for the more ſolemn 


Remembrance of the Sacrifice of the Death of 


Chrift, and, & the Benefits which ue receive 


| thereby ;, and alſo, by conſidering the great 


| Love of Gov to Mankind in giving his 
"Sono die for ut, and the Worth of our own 
Souls which have been purchaſed at ſo Di- 
vine @ Price, and the great Danger we mult 


run, if we neglect our Salvation by him. Theſe 
are Meditations 'that ariſe naturally from the 
Objects (at that time) before us, and work 


upon Human Souls in a rational and intelli- 


2 | gible 
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gible manner; and the Grace or Aſſiſtance 


which Gop affords thereby, whether at or 
after the Sacrament, is ſo felt, and perceiv- 
ed, and experienced, by the minds of all 
well-diſpoſed Chriſtians, that none can doubt 
of it. But as for any thing more than this, 
tis not enough for Doctor Varren to affirm, 
but we call upon him for Demonſtration; 
and till he brings it, he muſt give us Leave 
to ſay, we think he uſes Words without 
Ideas of Things, and thereby renders his Rea- 
ſonings heavy, entangled, and incoherent. 


Having proceeded ſo far, and ſet the Au- 


tbor*s Doctrine in ſuch a Light as beſt ſerved 
his firſ# Deſigu of uſing him without Ceremony 
or Diſtinction; the Doctor now comes with a 
ſupercilious Air, to cenſure the Method he 
has taken in explaining Scripture, for the 
_ Eſtabliſhment of his Doctrine. You never 
<< fail, /ays be, in your Explanation of any 
_<© Texts of Scripture to give your own Senſe of 


<< the Paſſage, and then to argue from it as the 


true one, how arbitrary ſoever it may really 


be, and however contrary, not only to re- 


* ceived Opinions, but to the plain Senſe and 
* Purport of the Paſſage itſelf. This is cer- 
« tainly a very unfair Method of proceed- 
ing, and ſerves to blind and deceive your 
„Readers, rather than to inſtruct them, and 
* make them Judges of the Point in de- 
* wbate *. If this be an unfair Method of 
proceeding, for a Man to give his own Senſe 
of what he treats about, then there is not one 
Writer that ever wrote in a ſerious manner, 
but has endeavour'd 10 blind and deceive his 
£2] 21 8 Readers; 


* 
1 
1 + . 
1 


117 
Readers; not even the good Doctor himſelf, 
with all his Sincerity and deep Penetration. 
For let a Man acquire his Knowledge and 
Senſe of Scripture by what Means he will, 
whether by conſidering and comparing Scrip- 
ture itſelf, by reading the Antient Fathers, by 
conſulting Modern Commentators, or by eaſily 


and implicitly eſpouſing received Opinions, 
(which laſt I take to be the Doctor's own 

Caſe) ſtill the Senſe he has of Scripture is 
 hisown; and if he will venture to propagate 
what he really thinks and believes, he always 
argues from it as the true one, even tho it 


ſhould be in the Judgment of others contrary 


to the plain Senſe of the Paſſage itſelf. f 
the Doctor cannot ſee this with his naked 
_ Eye, let him put on his Spectacles, and per- 

_ haps they may help him to a clearer Judg- 
ment. All therefore that he has ſaid upon 
this Head, is nothing to the purpoſe ; be- 

_ cauſe *tis no ſtronger againſt the Author, than 

_ againſt himſelf. It concludes ad hominem, and 
ceuts his own Throat. To uſe his own words: 
I mention this, only to warn him againſt 
being too confident of the ſuppoſed Merit 

* of his Performance; and if this be not his 

„ own Caſe, I will take Shame to myſelf 
for the Boldneſs of my Charge 9 
* him “.“ Ms 


It ſeems the Aka 4 9 Plain Account 
has laid down in his VIth Propoſition, ** that 
the Paſſages in the New Teſtament which 


ce 


relate to this Duty, and they alone, are 


the original Accounts of the Nature and 
End of this Inſtitution of the Lord's _ 
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* and the only authentic Declarations, upon 
*© which we of later Ages can /afely depend.“ 


This Aſſertion, no doubt, is as true, as that 
all the Rules of a Chriſtian's Faith and 


Practice are contained in Scripture : But the 
Doctor ſeeing, there is nothing of Extraordi- 


nary Influence or Impreſſion promiſed there; 
but that every thing of that kind is to be 
collected from a warm Imagination, or from 

ſome Rapturous Expreſſions of the Holy 
Faibers, he anſwers, No. For, ſays he, if 


there ſhould be any Difference of Opinion 
it muſt be always ſafe and commendable 


Lak 


with the expreſs and repeated Declarations 


only ſerve to blind and deceive his Readers: 


For the Engliſh of it is, You are not to 
mind the Text, but the Comment; and tho 
| you have as much Natural Right, and as 
much Chriſtian Liberty, as any others who 
have gone before you, to examine into the 


. Senſe 
* Page 17. 


about the meaning of our Saviour herein, 


for Men to confirm the Senſe they have 
of it, by ſhewing the Agreement it has 


of Perſons of undoubted Credit and Au- 
thority, who came next after the Apo- 
© ſtles*.” But why, in- Gop's Name, of 
ſuch as came next after the Apoſtles, and not, 
of the Apoſtles themſelves ? Why muſt we 
lea ve inſpired Writers, for uninſpired ? And 
how comes it, that the Apoſtles are not of as 
good Credit and Authority, as thoſe that 
came after them? Is it, becauſe the one make 
for, the other againſt, him? And, that he 
dares not truſt his Cauſe in ſuch Impartial | 
Hands? I fear, I have caught my Dear 
Doctor taking an unfair Method, which can 


[ 19 ] 
Senſe of Scripture ; yet you are to ſhut your 
own Eyes, be implicitly obedient to what 
the Fathers have ſaid, and to ſet thoſe Vene- 
rable Old Gentlemen above Chriſt himſelf ; 
having more Regard to what they ſay he 
meant, than to what he himſelf has ſaid, and 
his Apoſtles after him, in the plaineſt, moſt 
eaſy, and moſt intelligible Terms.” Excel- 
lent Doctrine this, for a Proteſtant Divine! 
Methinks his Maxims are too foreign, to diſ- 
guiſe his Principles. Tis true, if the Do- 
ctor could carry this Point, there's an End 
at once of the poor unfortunate Author of 
the Plain Account; for in them, I doubt not, 
but ſomething may be found like thoſe Ex- 
traordinary Impreſſions and Privileges he ſeems 
ſo fond of. But ſuppofing, theſe good Fa- 
bers ſhould not be all of the ſame Opinion; 
(as *tis well known, they are not fo unani- 
mous in their Sentiments of Religion, and all 
the Rites of the Church, and every Circum- 
ſtance of them, as ſome People talk of) why 
then, we muſt ſee what the next Age ſays, 
and ſo on from one Age to another, till 
we come to the Year 1736, in which, with-⸗ 
| out controverſy, the Church of England is 
the Standard of Truth. But the worſt of it 
15, here again, notwithſtanding the expreſs 
Words of our Church in her Catechiſm and 
Articles of Religion, (which were compiled on 
purpoſe, to direct her Members how to think, 
and keep them quiet) there is a ſilly vexa- 
tous Squabble ſet on foot by a certain buſy 
headed Parſon, againſt a ſly concealed anony- 
mous Author, about the true Meaning of her 
Doctrine, or rather in what Senſe it agrees 
With our Saviour's Inſtitution, of his Supper. 
5 C2 And 
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20 
And therefore in Spite of all the Doctor has 
produced upon this Particular, I cannot but 
recur to the Vth Propoſition of that Author, 
and join with him in ſaying, (and I dare fay, 


every unbiaſſed Perſon will do the ſame) 
that ' tis of /mal/ Importince to Chriſtians, 


to know, what the many Writers upon this 


Subject ſince the time of the Evangeliſts 


* and Apoſiles have affirmed.” And fur- 
ther, in the IIId Propoſition, ** that therefore 
*© the Nature, the Deſign, and due Manner of 
«© partaking of the Lord's Supper, mult of 


** Neceſlity depend upon what 7% Chrift, 
«© who inſtituted it, hath declared about it.” 
And now expreſſing myſelf as the Doctor 
does, but to a different purpoſe, ** I believe 
the Reader will, from this plain State of 


<< the Caſe, think, that the Difficulties upon 
this Queſtion cannot be certainly deter. 
mined by any other way, than by an 
Appeal” (not as he ſays, to the Fathers,” 

but) to the Scriptures themſelves : and ſince 


the Doctor * dares not truſt his Cauſe upon 
their Teſtimony alone,” that, he is con- 


ſcious to himſelf, ©* they are againſt the 


United Judgment of thoſe wiſeſt and belt 
„Men, which, He boaſts, have written 0 


e 2 


The Anſwerer having reaſoned with fo 


much Accuracy and Judgment, in his Ver- 
nacular Idiom; he riſes upon the Wings of | 
Aſſurance, and falls down again ſo hard up- 
on the Author's Greek, that there is no bear- 


ing the Fury and Force of him. The Autvor 
had ſaid: * ſince the Word [ coztes 61 | 


Which 
* Page 22, 23. 
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© which St. Paul and St. Luke uſe, can fig- 
« nify nothing but giving of thanks to Gop ; 


cc = the Word [waeyey] uſed by St. Mat- 
« thew and St. Mark, naturally and eaſily 


«* ſignifies the ſame; and ſince both the 


cc 


Words are applied and deſigned” (one, of 


the Bread, and the other, of the Cup, even 
by the two laſt mentioned Evangeliſts) © to 
e ſignify one and the ſame Action of our 

Saviour,“ (that is, his Bling of both) 


it follows, that the Word uſed by St. 


« Matthew and St. Mark, muſt emily hav- : 


ing blefſed Gov, in the ſenſe of giving 
Thanks and Praiſe to him; and not we 


cc 


5 


ing bleſſed the Bread, in any other ſenſe but 
that of ſpeaking over it Words of Praiſe 


cc 


a better produces this: *Tis an Injury 
done the Tranſlators of the Bible, to ſup- 


poſe, that they underſtood the Paſſage in 

that Senſe, who undoubtedly meant it of a 

bs Froper Confecration f.“ But, begging his 
Pardon, this is neither here nor-there : For, 

the Queſtion is not, what the Tranſlators un- 
derſtood, but what our Lord deſigned. Now, 
for What our Lord deſigned by it, I ſhall 
quote no Authority but the Doctor S OWN, 
(Which at leaſt with himſelf muſt have its 
due Weight) who expreſly affirms, ** that 


* the manner of Expreſſion being the ſame 


. Pere, 
* Page 12. of the Plain Account. + Page 28. 


and Thankſgiving 4% GOD .*” This Ar- 
gument ſeems to me ſo clear and concluſive, 

that I never expect to ſee a better upon the 
Bubject: But as it is too low and plain an 
Account, for the Doctor's high-flown Expe- 
| tations of he knows not what; he beats his 
Brains for a proper Anſwer, and inſtead of 
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& here,“ (in our Lord's Inſtitution) * with 


that he uſed when be gave Thanks and 


6 


NN 


bleſſed the Barley Loaves and Fiſhes in the 
gth of St. Luke, for the Nouriſhment of 


4 


* 


* the Multitude; [viz. ewnoynons, and wat- 
* yuozy dvu7ss | tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 


e the Form of the Bleſſing was the ſame in 


* both Caſes *.? This, I cannot but ſay, 


is very reaſonable to ſuppoſe : But then I muſt 


add farther, that he has unawares difarmed 
_ himſelf, and given me his own Weapon where- 
with to defeat him. For, when our Lord 
bleſſed the Loaves and Fiſhes, to what End 
was it done? By way of Conſecration, in an 


abſolute and proper Senſe ? No: Burt only to 


ſanctify them for a common Meal. Thar is, 
he bleſſed and praiſed Go p over them, for 
his Bounty and Goodneſs to his Creatures; 

and, as the Doctor ſays, the Form of Bleſing 
was the ſame on this Occaſion, and, in the 
Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, *tis plain, 
he bleſſed the Bread in the Lord's Supper, 
* in no other ſenſe,” (as the Author of the 


Plain Account has ſhewn) “ but that of ſpeak- 


ing over it Words of Praiſe and Thankſ- 


giving.“ This is the natura! Reſult of 


the Doctor's own Argument at laſt, notwith- | 
ſtanding his many Pages to twiſt about and 
perplex the Matter; and if for once he agrees 
with his Author, it evidences the Strength of 
Truth, even in the moſt prejudiced Breaſt, 
and that ſometimes it will break out and 
ſhew itſelf to the Confuſion of its Adverſa- 


ries, in ſpite of all their Deſigns and Endea- 
vours to prevent it. IR 


* Page 37. 


But 
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But let me not omit here, another Remark 


b on the Doctor's Accuracy of Style, in this ve- 

1 vy courteous Conceſſion of his. He ſays, 

C „The Manner of Expreſſion being the ſame * 

f «© here, as when he bleſſed the Barley Loaves 

I e and Fiſhes, the Form of Bleſſing was the 

LL „ ſame in both Caſes.” That is, the Form 

n | of Bleſſing being the ſame, it was the ſame. 

6 Prodigious Diſcovery ! For what is the Form 

it of Bleſſing, but the Manner of Expreſſion in 

d that Bleſſing? But probably he meant, or 

e- would be underſtood to mean, (how confuſed- 

rd ly ſoever he expreſſed it) that as the Form was 

nd the ſame, ſo the Efe# alſo of the Bleſſing 

an was the ſame, in both Caſes; that is, as it was | = 
t0 miraculous in the one, ſo it was alſo in the o- | 
18, ther. Which gives an Handle to ſuppoſe, "i 
for he is here paving the Way for the Doctrine of 
eS H; | 


Tranſubſtantiation, or ſomething like it, n 
ng W the Sacrament; and eſpecially, if the Eulo- = "of 
gy be well conſidered, which he has given to 
many among the Ancienis and Moderns, 
whom he calls Perſons of the greateſt Name, 
that underſtand by the *Ardyurrn;? (which 
Word we tranſlate Remembrance) a Me- 
* morial to Gop the Father of what his Son 
_ © hath done for Mankind; and, that his 
* Paſſion is exhibited to Gop under the Sym- 
** bols of Bread and Wine, in Teſtimony of 
our Faith in the Satisfaction of his Death; 
and in hopes of propitiating Gop thereby.“ 
For, whether he perceives it or not, this is 
highly commending the Notion of a propiti- 
 atery Sacrifice in the Sacrament 3; which is not 
to be conceived, or accounted for, but by 
ſuppoſing the Body and Blood of our Lord to 


' 
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be really, actually, and literally offered up to 
Gop therein: Which is the Popiſh Doctrine in 


this Point, and in my Opinion, (who have no 


great Sagacity for diſcovering Secrets) looks 


too much like the Doctor's own. But eſpeci- 


N ally, for ; the following Reaſons. 


e ſuppoſes the Popiſh Doctrine of 
the Anamneſis to be true. If this (ſays he) 
* be true, it does not only deſtroy your Ar- 


** gument,” (ſpeaking to the Author of the 


Plain Account) i but gives the Romaniſts an 


Handle to evade the Force of whatever 
% you have urged againſt them.*”. He is 
certainly in the right: For what is true, will 


infallibly, at one time or other, get the better 
of that which is not ſo. But methinks it looks 
a little aukward in a Church-of- England Di- 
vine, ſo much as to ſuppoſe, (if his Inclina- 
tion did not tend a little that Way) the 


and the Sacrifice of Chriſt's natural Body in 
e the Lord's Supper,“ to be true; which the 
Church he has at preſent the Honour to be an 
External Member of, has entirely condemn'd 
and exploded as falſe. EO eng 


Again, within a Page or two, he takes up- 


on him to juſtify himſelf from the Imputation 


of Popery. I am, ſays he, as far from be- 


* lieving the Popiſh Doctrines of Tranſub- 
© ſtantiation, and of the Sacrifice of Chriſt's 
natural Body and Blood in the Lord's Sup, 
per, as you can be, or any one elſe. T“ 


Now nothing is a more certain Sign of Guilt, 
than when a Man unaccuſed takes upon him- 


ſelf the Vindication of his Character, with 


reſpect 
* Page 60. + Page 62. ; 
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reſpect to ſome particular Crime: And how it 


could enter the Doctor's Head, to tell the 
World, he is no Papiſt, but from the Conſci- 
ouſneſs of his own Heart, I cannot imagine. 


No body had charged him with it : No body 


had called him Monk, or Jeſttit, or any ſuch 


thing: And yet he cries, ©. Pm no Papiſt: I 
_ defy you and the D-v-il, for ſaying ſo. A- 
vaunt, ye Cannibals! Ye ſhan't lay hold of 


me, Stand aloof there, or I'll be the Death 
of you,” Poor Man! He is ſenſible, he has 
faid ſomething from which this may be infer- 
red; and his Fears diſtract him. If he talks 
a little wildly and inconſiſtently for once; ex- 


cuſe him: It is not his uſual Way, I aſſure | 
you. For generally ſpeaking, he is the moſt 
_ conſiſtent Mortal, that ever ſet Pen to Paper. 


In ſhort, He is ſo far from bringing ſo 
much as one juſt and well weigbed Argument, 


that“ (to make uſe of his own very polite 
and genteel Expreſſion) © All he has hither- 


to ſaid, is no better than a continued String of 
complete Blunders.*?” e is | 


Now the Doctor having profeſſed himſelf 


ſo much a Friend to Popery, by having ar- 
gued for many Pages in favour of a real Sa- 
crifice in the Sacrament ; and much more, by 
trying to clear himſelf from the Imputation, 
by a /auffling Excuſe ; *tis no wonder, that 
his Head is ſo full of extraordinary Impre/j- 
ons, and Privileges, and Benefits and Bleſſings, 
partaken of, or received, in that religious 
Rite. Tis upon this Foot, it can be upon 
no other, that he forms to himſelf a Reaſon 
ſor expecting them. And hence it is, that he 
eee — 
* Page 63. Ts RE 


have ſaid, the Nature) © © 


0 J] 


tells us, * The Word wmorie, which figni- 


fies Communion, when applied to the Body 
and Blood of Cbrift, is uſually / applied 
** to ſignify a Partnerſhip, as in a common 
** Stock of certain | he means, Popiſo] Pri- 

vileges and Benefits.” The Romaniſts 


ce 


0 pretend to confer the Merits of Chrift, which | 


are indeed the Benefits of his Death, in the 


Sacrament ; though tis abſurd to think, that 
thoſe are, or can be, conferred by any one 


ſingle Act of Religion, which our Lord has 
not promiſed, but to the ſincere fulfilling of 


the whole Law of Righteouſneſs: And with 
the ſame Suppoſition the Doctor undertakes to 
prove, beyond all Contradiction, that ſo the 


Caſe is indeed, from that Text of St. Paul- 


The Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the 
Communion of the Blood of Chriſt * The Bread 
which we break, is it not the Communion of the 
Body of Chriſt ?* For he ſays hereupon, 
That the Apoſtle muſt mean, that by ſhe 
© Communion of ChriſPs Body and Blood in the 


Lord's Supper, the Faithful do really” 
(that is, actually and infallibly)“ receive the 
« Benefits of his Paſſion. T'“ Not remem- 


bring what he himſelf had ſaid, p. 37. of his 


Anſwer, which is quite to another Purpoſe : 
0 That the Manner of Expreſſion being the 
«© ſame, when our Lord bleſſed the Barley 
© Loaves, and when he bleffed the Bread in 


his Supper; it is therefore reaſonable to 


«©. ſuppoſe, that the Form 3 ſhould 
the Bleſſing was 

the ſame in both.” That is, as the former | 
was only ſpeaking over the Loaves, Words 
of Divine Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; ſo the 
= "ET latter 
2 Cor. X. 16. | Ft Page 83. 


1 
latter alſo was only ſpeaking over the Sacra- 
mental Bread, Words of divine Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving: And 'tis certain the Apoſtle 
did no more in the Conſecration, than Chriſt 


himſelf did in the Inſtitution. This I have 


from the Doctor's own Mouth; and as it is 


the only Truth I have been able to extort from 
him, I think to make the beſt of it, in order to 


convince him, that St. Paul did not, nor 


could poſſibly, mean, either that there was 
any extraordinary Power or Virtue convey'd 


to the Elements, in ſetting them apart by 
Bleſing for an holy Uſe; or, that the Faithful 


did really receive the Benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion, 


in partaking of them. For as the Words, 
Body and Blood of Cbriſt, in the Inſtitution of 


5 the Lord's Supper, do certainly only mean, Do | 
that the Bread and Wine were but Symbols or 
Repreſentations of his Body broken and Blood 
bed for us, to bring his Death and Paſſion to 
our Minds, and all the Benefits of it, in a 
more ſerious and ſolemn Manner; ſo here, in 


St, Paul's Text, the Communion of the Body 


| and Blood of Chrif, cannot mean partaking 


of the Benefits of Chriſt's Death, but only of 
the Zlemen!s, which are Repreſentations of it. 
The Cup is bleſſed, and the Bread is bleſſed , 
but, in the ſame Senſe, ſays Dr. Warren, as 


the Barley Loaves and Fiſhes were, that is, 
by Words of Praiſe and Thankſgiving: And 
ſay I, Whenever the Body and Blood of Chriſt 
are mentioned in the Scripture as relating, to 
the Sacrament, it mult be in a Senſe conſiſtent 


with that of the Inſtitution ; and if any Man, 
even in this Point, preach another Go/pet than 
| D-2 that 


{ 
- 


| that which Chriſt and his Apoſtles have preathed, 
let him be accurſed. 3 2 


e 
. 


0 
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I ſhall now make but one more Remark, 


(lor to follow the Doctor thro! all his Foibles, 
would be an endleſs Buſineſs) and that ſhall 


be, to ſhew more plainly (if poſſible) from 


another Argument of his, that *tis not par- 
taking of the Lord's Supper, by which, or 
on which Account, the Benefits of Chris 
Death are given and received ; tho? he brings 


it, to ſhew they are, on that Account only. 
*Tis in the laſt Paragraph of the fr Part of 
his Arfwer z and (for me) let who will read 


the ſecond, ſuppoſing it ever comes to a Pub- 
lication. They, /ays he, who being Fews, 
did perform the Precepts of their Law, 
and did alſo eat of their Peace-offerings, 
were thereby entitled to the Benefits and 
Expiations of their Altar : In like Manner, 
all ſerious and devout Chriſtians, who duly 


* partake of the Lord's Supper, are admit- 
ted to a Share in the Expiations and Bene- 
„ fits of ChriſPs Death, commemorated 
«© therein.“ Not to take notice here of a 


common Miſtake, viz. That we muſt needs 
partake of what we commemorate : Which has 


been already obviated by the Author of the 


Plain Account, in ſay ing, p. 139. To make 


« this Rite, the actual partaking of theſe Be- 
e nefits, is altering the Nature of it; as 
much as actual partaking of any thing, 15 
different from remembring it. It is to 
ſuppoſe theſe Benefits preſent, which we 
are to commemorate as abſent, as good 
Things only promiſed by Chriſt to a 1 

8 £66 O1- 
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* 


ce 
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„„ 
« Followers who ſhall be found at laſt to have 
« come up to his Terms, as far as the Im- 
«© perfections of human Nature would per- 
«© mit.“ In which Place, I think the Words, 
at laſt, are very emphatical; becauſe, what 
the Scriptures teach, or intimate, as Benefits 
of Chrift*s Death, are not any extraordinary 


Impreſſions or Operations upon the Souls. of 
Men, but the Pardon of OUY Sins, and everlaſt- 


ing Life; which we are ſure, neither are nor 


can be conferred, till we come into the other 
World. But I ſay, to take no Notice of this, 


1 ſhall immediately obſerve, that in this Com- 


pariſon of the es Caſe and the Chriſtians, 
the Antitheſis of Terms ought to have been 
kept; and therefore when the Doctor had ſaid, 


the Jews were entitled to the Benefits of their 5 
Altar, on ſuch and ſuch Conditions; he 
ſhould have ſubjoined (to argue in a true lo- 


gical manner) ſo Chriſtians alſo are entitled to 


the Benefits of Chriſt's Death, on ſuch and 


| ſuch Conditions: But inſtead of this, he va- 


ries the Ter ms, and by that Means changes — 


the State of his Argument. He ſays, the 


Jeus are entitled, but the Chriſtians are admit- 
ted ; that is, according to the plain Senſe of 
the Words, the Jews have a diſtant Right, 


but the Chriſtians an actual Poſſeſſion. And, 


where now is the Compariſon ? Or, if there 


be none, to what Purpoſe did he pretend to 


make it? How fatal it is, to trip in the laſt 


Step, when he fully thought himſelf on the 
Pinacle of Glory ! Surely, he muſt either 
not underſtand his own Argument, or elſe 


he endeavours to miſlead his Readers. But 1 
clear him of all Artifice and Cunning ; be- 
EE ns 2 _ cauſe 
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cauſe he unguardedly conti udes againſt him- 
ſelf, and ſo much the ſtron ger, as what he ſays 
comes from him withoutan; Viewor Prejudice 
whatſoever. I ſhall therefore ask: Does the 


Doctor in this Quotation ſay, That all among 


the Jeus, who ate of the Peace-offerings 


were thereby entitled to the Benefits and Ex- 
piations of their Altar? He ſays no ſuch 


thing, nor does he mean it: and therefore, 


none were entitled to the Benefits and Expia- 
tions of their Altar by eating of their Offer. 


ings. But he ſays, if they performed the Pre. 


cepis of their Law, and did alſo eat of the Offer- 
ing, that is, if they did every thing that 
Go required of them, hen they were enti- 
tled thereto. On the other hand, does he ſay, 
that all who partake of the Lord's Supper, 
are thereby admitted to a Share in the Benefits 
of Chriſt's Death? No; he dares not fay it: 


and therefore, none are admitted to a Share, 


nor even to a juſt Hope of a Share, in them, 
purely on that account. But he ſays, that 


all Chriſtians who are ſerious and devout, (he 


muſt mean ſuch, as live up. to the Precepts 
of the Goſpel, in Sincerity and Truth; or 
ſuch, as truly repent them of their Sins, and 
humbly ask Gop's Pardon for them thro' 
Jeſus Chrift, if they have not) ſuppoſing they 
alſo partake of the Lord's Supper, that is, do 


every thing that Gon requires of them, 


then they are admitted to a Share in the Be- 
nefits of Cbriſt's Death, commemorated therein. 
And yet in this he is miſtaken : for there is 
neither true Divinity in what he ſays, nor 


indeed ſo much as good Senſe. His Argu- 


ment will not bear (as I ſhew'd before) that 


2 they 
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they are admitted but only entitled, thereby, 
to the Benefits of 2hri/*s Death. According 
to good Senſe, tyey are entitled to theſe Be- 
nefits by the Sincerity of an univerſal Obedi- 
ence; but according to true Divinity, they 
are only admitted to them, when they have 
finiſhed their Courſe in well- doing; and per- 
haps, ſtrictly ſpeaking, not till the day of 
Judgment, when Gop Hall give to every Man 
according to bis Works. 
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